
COLORADO DROUGHT STATUS AS OF 20 APR 2026 

These slides will show just how severe the current drought (Apr 2026) 
is compared to previous recent droughts of 2002, 2012, and 2020. 
 
The years 2002, 2012, and 2020 were chosen because of the 4 largest CO 
wildland fires:   
 
 Hayman (#4), East Troublesome (#2), Pine Gulch (#3, and Cameron  
 Peak (#1).   
 (Waldo in 2012 added since it was so close to MCVFD and Teller.) 
 
All data retrieved from the National Drought Mitigation Center in  
Lincoln, NE. 
 
NOTE:  ALL DATA IN THESE SLIDES IS IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN.  BUT IF YOU 
USE FOR YOUR OWN DATA MANIPULATION, PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE 

droughtmonitor.unl.edu 



This first drought map is the entire USA.  It comes out every Thur 
morning.  It is free to sign up to receive this in your inbox. 



This map is the drought status of just the state of Colorado as of 14 Apr 2026. 



Comparison of current drought status (2026) vs. similar dates in 2002, 2012, and 2020: 
(Maps courtesy of USDA Drought Mitigation Center) 



Now to compare the current drought status vs. drought status at the start of Hayman,  
8 Jun 2002: 

(and we have almost 2 months to go) 



Now to compare the current drought status vs. drought status at the start of Waldo,  
23 Jun 2012: 

(and we have 2+ months to go) 



The last comparison will be the current drought status vs. drought status at the  average  
start date of the Pine Gulch, East Troublesome, and Cameron Peak fires – 11 Aug 2020: 

(and we have 4 months to reach the middle of Aug) 



SUMMARY:  WE ARE DEFINITELY WAY DRIER FOR THIS POINT IN APR 
  

THAN AT ANY TIME I COULD FIND GOING BACK 135 YEARS. 


